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Designer status

Architects have been empowered by the

Noida authority to

QUIET yet significant change

Ai;l the way architecture shall

‘A be practiced in the NOIDA
suburhb of Delhi is silently taking
shape. The NOIDA Administration
has empowered architects to sanc-
tion their Clients’ building plans
themselves, and to proceed with con-
struction immediately, while filinga
copy with the Authority.
This new empowerment of architects
(very carefully specified by the NOI-
DA Administration to mean for those
who are Registered with the Council
of Architecture — the Regulatory
body) shall mean
speedier proce-
dures, and possi- &
bly more creative
architecture
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pass building plans

Architects are professionally bound
to inform the Authority — to that
extent, the empowerment also
makes them responsible “urban
watchdogs”.
There shall, nio doubt, be some black
sheep -- given the fact that we arc
not exactly the most law-abiding
nation in the world. But if some
architects misuse this new empow-
erment, the tesults shall be cata-
strophic, and other municipalities,
may not follow suit. That would
mean that stich empowerment may
not be allowed by other authorities.
g Jogically, there-
fore, this occa-
1 sion calls for a
need for self-reg-
ulation-of pro-

being practiced.
The Public Notice issued by the
Authority on the 11th of October,
and published in the National papers
specified that the architect would
have to issue a certificate stating that
the proposed constructions are as per
prevailing Building Byelaws of NOI-
DA.

Interestingly, this empowerment is
valid for almost all types of buildings
_ Residential, Industrial, Institutional
and for those commercial buildings
where a control drawing has been.
issued by the Authority.

This unique move of empowerment
<hould kick start construcrion activ-
ity in NOIDA. Whether it does Or

niot is debatable mattet = there ar€

- many other economic and other fac-

tors which are relevant to this activ-
ity, but this shall definitely make the
process of construction much faster
and probably moze hassle free.
Most house OWners would agree that
NOIDAS record of urban adminis-
tration and governance is much
cleaner and better managed thanthat
of Delhi (where thereis rarnpant cor-
ruprion in the municipal bodies). and
this new empowenment shall put part
of the responsibility squa rely into the
lap of the axchitect. Fart, because the
law still authorizes the NOIDA
2dministration to regulate, check,
and if necessary demolish construc
tion in the Authority’s jurisdiction if
the Building Byelaws are nét abid-
ed by. ;
This neyv empowerment of architects
is actually a double-edged sword. Tt
is a test module to check if architects
behave responsibly in the matter of
interpreting and implementing build-
ing byelaws, as also to ensure that
their clients follow the byelaws
explicitly. If the clients do not, the

fessional con-
duct and behaviour. Perhaps the best
“wyatchdogs’ -- or shall we say “shep-
herds” of the flock (black sheep or
white) shall be architects themselves.
This new development in the pro-
fession of architecture is the result of
more than a year of hard work by a
little group of young architects led
by Atul Gupta — President of the UP
Architects Association. Acutely
aware of the “double edged sword”,

 many architects now are articulat-

ing about how to regulate profes-
sional behaviour, and to ensure that

this new development leads to bet-

ter quality design and construction
in the NOTDA region. _

white the NOIDA administration
rightly retains the 1ight to issue the
Completion Certiticates for all con-
struction, it bas also made this pro-
cedure simpler it has empowered
the Architect to certify that the build-
ings built under his charge are as per
the Building Byelaws, - thereby
ensuring that the architect shares
both the glory and the responsibili-
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Misuse of professional privileges, and
professional misconduct — if any — is
dealt with by the regulatory body
which is the watchdog of the arghi-
tectural profession -- the Coundil of
Architecture -- a body created by
Parliament as per the provisions of
the Architects Act 1972.

This empowerment comes at an
interesting stage of our developing
economy --when “reform” is a buzz-
word, when interest rates axe set 1o
drop every quattet, and when most
houses building activity now is direct-
ed towards building for one’s Own
living, and not for renting out, and
much less for speculation amndl asset
building.




